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Meeting Date: 26 January, 2016 

Sent To:  Commission on Architecture & Urban Design Members  

Subject: 75 Court Street – Signage Review 

Tax ID: 160.41-1-20 

Case: CAUD 2016-03 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A. Review Requested 

 

Ms. Jennifer Lesko, a representative of Broome County Urban League submitted an application for Design 

Review for the property located at 75 Court Street; tax map number 160.41-1-20. This property is a 

landmark structure located in the Court Street Local, State and National Historic District; all exterior 

modifications, including signage, must be reviewed and approved by the Commission on Architecture and 

Urban Design (CAUD) in accordance with §18-78 of the City of Binghamton City Code prior to any 

proposed work being completed. 

 

B. Proposal 

 

CAUD is charged with evaluating the following: 

 

1. The appropriateness of design, color, orientation, and overall composition of proposed signage for 

this particular structure. 

 

The Applicant has proposed two (2) exterior wall signs on the south facing Court Street façade of the 

building. The signs proposed are to be placed above the windows and doorway entrances centered to 

the façade of the building. The Applicant has proposed placing the larger sign on the western-most 

side and the smaller sign on the eastern side of the façade. The signs are constructed of non-illuminated 

aluminum panels and will project slightly from the surface of the façade. The signs will be mounted 

using screws and a mount to properly secure the sign to the front of the façade.  

 

C. Permitted Sign Regulations 

 

75 Court Street is located in the C-2, Downtown Business District. The larger proposed sign measures 45” 

in height and 212” in width and the smaller proposed sign measures 12” in height and 72” in width. The 

total area of both signs cover ~74 SF. Total allowed area for signage on this façade is 80 SF; according to 

information obtained by staff from the Broome County GIS site. Staff has not found any evidence that the 

signage as proposed would be out of compliance with City Zoning Code. 
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D. Staff Findings  

 

Staff has evaluated signage on its appropriateness for the downtown. Signage proposed for this particular 

building is not expected to have significant effect on the massing, orientation, or character defining 

features of the structure. In Staff’s opinion, the signage is both placed appropriately and generally 

appropriate for the building. 

 

The Commission should be careful in understanding how the signage will be mounted onto the façade, 

and what materials will be used for the mounting, and what materials the sign will be mounted to.   

 

E. Historic Guidelines 

 

The Historic Design Guidelines require that signage be appropriate size and color for the buildings on 

which they are placed. Additionally the guidelines state that signage should be appropriate in the context 

of the building and that it be easy to read without overly complicated graphics and writing. Overall, 

signage should be sensitive to the historic nature of the building using limited use of design, marketing, 

and graphics in lieu of informational signage and logos.  
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F. Photographs 

 

 
Current Conditions (6 January, 2016) 
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